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It Is easy to laugh over the patriots and philosophers dis-
cussing the metaphysics of revolution, and the rights of
man, with the red-handed mob of Paris at their doors, and
revolutions they never dreamt of rumbling over France.
Yet we who can judge of these things from afar know
that Fox was right when he stubbornly believed the collapse
of the old system to have been the greatest thing that had
happened in the world. Bloodshed and violence, murder
and sudden death did not make up the Revolution, they
divided but did not distinguish the new from the old, and
the final triumph of the new order meant that the rights
of nations conquered the rights of kings, and that the
unnoticed millions of France were become the people of
France. With the Revolution there came into politics a
spirit of justice which inspired all the movements of the
nineteenth century, and was destined to create not only a
new social France but a new political Europe. Xhe^French
Revolution gave morality a place in, politics. Fox was
right in his view that its ideas, fantastic, vapouring, and
trivial as their expression often seemed, outweighed the
curses its excesses brought on humanity. The cataclysm
which produced the September massacres produced also
the Code Napoleon. Those ideas were enduring things, and
not the transient apparitions of a mad philosophy.
Even the Paris that massacred, and rioted, and wrote
its own shame in blood and injustice with a mad defiance,
for all Europe to see, that bowed its head for tyrants from
Robespierre to Napoleon, groaned and slew and died
beneath the gleam of the dawn. We can see this because
we are not blinded by the violence which was nature's
retribution on grey-headed failure. Fox saw it in the midst
of all the bloodstained shapes the Revolution bore. He
knew that the cause of the Revolution was the cause of
human Jibeity, that it was the cause of the French nation,
and that there was at any rate one method by which the
spirit of_tlxat-Revolution could not be exorcised or crushed,
the method of proscription and a conspiracy of kings.